
right: Summer 
2012 interns 
Addie Cunniff, 
Meagan Morse and 
Brittnee Hawkins 
were among the 
thousands who 
gathered in front 
of the Capitol to 
await the Supreme 
Court’s decision on 
the health care law.

LEFT: Cindy Pearson 
accepts the National 
Breast Cancer Coalition’s 
2012 Grassroots Activism 
Award from Fran Visco.

ABOVE: Vivian Pinn (former director of the NIH Office of Research on 
Women’s Health), Robert Smith (American Cancer Society), Adriane 
Fugh-Berman (Georgetown University), Cindy Pearson, and Susan F. 
Wood (Jacobs Institute of Women’s Health) spoke at a Congressional 
Briefing hosted by the Network to set the record straight on proper 
clinical practices for women at menopause and beyond.

ABOVE: Network staff including Cindy Pearson, Amy Allina, Keely 
Monroe, Kate Ryan and Shaniqua Seth celebrate the Supreme Court’s 
decision to uphold the health care law.

ABOVE: An expert panel hosted by the Network included Susan F. 
Wood (Jacobs Institute of Women’s Health), Carolyn Clancy (Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality), Vivian Pinn (former director 
of the NIH Office of Research on Women’s Health), Jannet Lewis 
(George Washington University), and Lisa Martin (George Washington 
University) discussed the impact of the Women’s Health Initiative on 
clinical practice and women’s health.

Throughout 2012, the Network worked to ensure women’s 
voices were heard and taken into account at health decision-
making tables across the country. During the election season, 
there were outrageous attacks on women but women pushed 
back! In particular, young women and women of color came 
out strongly against anti-women’s health candidates. Our three 
policy advocacy campaigns produced important successes 
demonstrating the value of the Network’s investment in cross-
movement work, engaging with allies in the health, economic 
and reproductive justice movements. 
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Raising Women’s Voices for the 
Health Care We Need 
Through the Raising Women’s Voices (RWV) 
campaign, we assure women’s voices are 
heard and concerns are addressed in health 
reform to ensure it is a reality for women.

•	 We celebrated a victory when the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that the health care 
law is constitutional! The Network was at the 
Court demonstrating that women’s health 
and reproductive justice advocates support 
the Affordable Care Act and highlighting 
the benefits for women — from guaranteed 
coverage for maternity care, contraception 
and other preventive services without copays 
to ending unfair practices like charging 
women more than men for the same  
coverage or denying us coverage because  
of pre-existing conditions.

•	 The first wave of women got contraceptive 
coverage without copays in August thanks 
to RWV advocacy! While educating women 
about their new coverage, we monitored 
implementation to prevent insurance 
companies from cutting corners and 
restricting women’s options and defended 
against attacks by conservative opponents 
trying to give employers the power to cut 
some women off from this important advance, 
putting our bosses in charge of our bodies 
and our health care. 

•	 RWV created and carried out the Countdown 
to Coverage education and advocacy 
campaign to raise public awareness of how 
the health care law is improving women’s 
access to affordable insurance coverage 
that meets the needs of diverse women. 
This included an effort targeted to college 
women, Our Campus Our Coverage, focusing 
on the benefits students gain and providing 
them with tools to advocate for improved 
coverage in student health plans.

•	 We advocated for rules on other provisions 
of the health care law to ensure women’s 
full health care needs are covered, including 
comprehensive definitions of the maternity 
and preventive health services that insurers 
will be required to provide. We also spoke out 
against restricted access to health services for 
immigrant women.

Challenging Dangerous Drugs 
and Devices for Women 

The Network challenges dangerous drugs 
and devices, ensures women have complete 
and accurate information about products 
marketed to them, and strengthens public 
protections against such threats.

•	 In July, we marked the 10th anniversary of 
the release of results from the Women’s 
Health Initiative. The landmark study showed 
hormone therapy increased the risk of breast 
cancer and heart disease. We celebrated the 
fact that more than 160,000 women didn’t get 
breast cancer over the last 10 years because 
the Network helped them avoid exposure to 
the drugs that would have caused it.

•	 When Congress reauthorized funding for the 
Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) drug 
and medical device programs, the Network 
fought industry efforts to lower safety 
standards and won improvements in women’s 
health and consumer protections. The FDA 
must ensure companies evaluate whether 
drugs and devices affect women and men 
differently and implement a system tracking 
medical devices to identify safety problems 
and notify consumers.

•	 The Network urged the FDA to alert women 
and clinicians to new evidence showing 
serious harm caused by long-term use of 
bisphosphonates, drugs for osteoporosis. We 
called on the FDA to reverse its decision that 
these drugs be used by healthy women who 
want to protect their bones. The FDA took a 
step in the right direction by recommending 
most women should not use the drugs longer 
than three to five years.

•	 After the FDA approved two obesity drugs 
without evidence they are effective at 
improving health and despite evidence 
of serious safety concerns, the Network 
developed recommendations to improve the 
FDA’s standards by requiring evidence obesity 
drugs improve health, don’t cause heart 
problems, and are safe for long-term use.

 

Securing Sexual and Reproductive 
Health and Autonomy

To ensure every woman can make her 
own decisions about her reproductive and 
sexual health, the Network advocates for 
comprehensive, accessible contraceptive 
and abortion care, accurate information 
about sexuality and reproduction, and 
tools to protect against HIV and sexually 
transmitted infections. We promote access 
to safe and effective products and services, 
with complete information and without 
ideological restrictions.

•	 The Network continues our advocacy to 
ensure the contraceptives available to 
women are safe and effective. While this is 
true for most contraceptives, pills containing 
drospirenone are riskier than other, equally 
effective, oral contraceptives and offer no 
unique benefit. We urged an FDA expert 
panel to recommend these pills be taken  
off the market. 

•	 The Network, working with a diverse 
coalition, built stronger and more visible 
support for Congressional investment in 
National Institutes of Health research on our 
reproductive health research priorities — 
including contraceptive development and 
evaluation, uterine fibroids and pelvic floor 
disorders.

•	 The Network persisted in demanding the 
Administration follow the science and 
eliminate medically unjustified restrictions 
on access to emergency contraception, even 
asking Health & Human Services Secretary 
Sebelius about it at the Department’s annual 
holiday party.

•	 The Network is an active leader in 
the Coalition for Abortion Access and 
Reproductive Equity (CAARE), which defends 
and promotes access to abortion care for 
women insured through Medicaid, specifically 
low-income women and women of color. 
We’re working with state and local partners 
on passage of resolutions demonstrating 
support for abortion coverage in public 
insurance programs and building support, 
both within the reproductive rights base 
constituencies and among cross-sector allies, 
for such policies.

•	 By providing accurate information and 
countering false claims, the Network 
successfully defeated Congressional attacks 
on women’s access to abortion, including 
a bill to ban medication abortions using 
mifepristone. The bill targeted efforts to use 
telemedicine to make safe abortion care 
available to women living in rural areas where 
access is often limited.

2012 Program Accomplishments
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right: Network  
staff, interns 
and volunteers 
following  
a successful event 
held at Elizabeth’s  
on L in DC.

LEFt: Network Board 
Members Priscilla 
Huang, Mia Kim Sullivan 
and Susan F. Wood were 
among the guests who 
attended the Network’s 
annual fundraiser.

5th Annual Barbara 
Seaman Awards 
for Activism in 
Women’s Health

Listening to women, 
correcting abuses 
and building bridges 
between generations.

right: Honoree Aquene 
Freechild, guest speaker 
Darlene Nipper, Cindy 
Pearson and honoree Inca 
A. Mohamed.

Total Revenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       $1,125,627
Total Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       $1,154,343
Change in net assets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  ($28,716)
Beginning net assets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  $649,288
Ending net assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    $620,572

2012 Financial Statement

NWHN LEadership
Board of Directors

The National Women’s Health Network is governed by 
a committed and talented Board of Directors elected 
to a four-year term. The following individuals served on 
the Board from January 1, 2012–December 31, 2012.

Bindiya Patel, Chair, (January–June 2012)

Dara Mendez, Chair

Malika Redmond, Action Vice Chair (January–June 2012)

Cheri Pies, Action Vice Chair

Susan Schewel, Administrative Vice Chair (January–June 2012)

Zipatly V. Mendoza, Administrative Vice Chair

Alicia Bell, Treasurer (January–June 2012)

Ninia Baehr, Secretary (January–June 2012), Treasurer 

Priscilla Huang, Secretary

Staff

The following individuals worked at the National 
Women’s Health Network during 2012.

Cynthia Pearson, Executive Director

Amy Allina, Program & Policy Director

Pat Antonisse, Finance Manager

Susan K. Flinn, Newsletter Editor

Goldie Heidi Gider, Director of Advancement

Latasha Jackson, Office Coordinator

Keely Monroe, Program Coordinator Law Students for 

Reproductive Justice Fellow (2011–2012)

Kate Ryan, Senior Program Coordinator

Shaniqua Seth, Health Communications Manager

Beverly Thomas, Membership Manager

Melissa Montoya-Torres, Program Coordinator Law Students 

for Reproductive Justice Fellow (2012–2013)

Ezra Towne, Membership Coordinator

Interns & Volunteers

Chelsea Affleck
Maliha Ali
Christina Cherel
Taylor Cole
Addie Cunniff
Brittnee Hawkins
Amy Laskowske
Shadia Mansour
Meagan Morse
Sarah Murphy

Judy Costlow
Dazon Dixon Diallo
Anu Manchikanti Gomez
Kira Jones
Laura Kaplan

Kara Loewentheil
Charlea Massion
Ellen Shaffer
Mia Kim Sullivan
Susan F. Wood

NWHN Founders

Barbara Seaman
Phyllis Chesler, Ph.D.
Belita Cowan
Alice J. Wolfson, J.D.
Mary Howell, M.D.

2012 Expenses2012 Revenue

Health Program  
& Policy:  
$515,063 

Administrative: 
$235,275 

Member 
Services: 
$229,003 

Women’s  
Health Voice: 
$114,664 

Developing 
Leaders: 
$31,919  

Grants:  
$432,000 

Donations: 
$349,021

Membership: 
$244,522In-Kind: 

$65,601  Events: 
$26,713

Other:  
$7,770



2012 
Donor List
Individual Donors

$10,000+
Anonymous (2)
Janet and Michael Balmuth
Philip Corfman, M.D.
Maxine Grad, J.D.

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (1)
Marcia and Franz Allina
Martha Farley

$2,500–$4,999
Judith and Alan Appelbaum
Barbara Gold, M.D.
Betty Hoffenberg through 

the Sidney Stern  
Memorial Trust

Lynn Mandel-Hall
Lisa Rarick, M.D.
Jerry-Grace Sadler
Susan B. Sasser

$1,000–$2,499
Anonymous (3)
Meika Loe and Matt Alinger
Amy Allina
Lynn Appelbaum
Susan Berresford
Jyl Boline, Ph.D.
Vidal Clay
Naomi Cohen
Jonathan Cohn, M.D.
Dr. Mary Lee Esty
Ann Fleck-Henderson
Kathie R. Florsheim
Carol Fontein and  

David Cohen
Adriane Fugh-Berman
Susan Hanson
Katherine V. Hawes
Judy Judd
Laura Kaplan
Julie Karcis
Robin Katcher
Clare Kirby
Joan Lautenberger
Diane Lauver, Ph.D.
Dr. Mary Ann Leeper
Pamela Linov
Charlea Massion, M.D.
C. Alison McLean
Barbara Meislin
Mari Mennel-Bell
Barbara Mozena and  

Greg Berg
Nancy Noel
Melinda Nordeng
Cynthia A. Pearson
Jane Pincus
Irene Rabinor
Elsbeth Reisen and  

Mark Dyen
Dr. Pamela Roby
Harriet Rubenstein
Catherine and Ernest 

Schurian
Andrea Seebaum and  

Steve Deutsch
Steve Shapiro
Tobyanne Sidman

Joyce Solomon and  
Patrick Maher

Janet Stallmeyer
Frances E. Story
Joyce and William 

Thibodeaux
Jan Thomas
Mildred Weissman
Bryan White
Megan Williams
Marta Wohrle
Alice J. Wolfson, J.D.
Mr. Stacey Zones

$500–$999
Anonymous (1)
Naomi Aberly
Eric Allina
Pat Antonisse
Rima and Michael Apple
Virginia Baker
Miriam Berg
Cinda Berry and  

Arthur Krumrey
Nora Carbine
Mary Christopherson
Ronnie Cimprich
Mardge Cohen
Janet Conn
Carole Dobbie
Ruth Dunlop
Laura Dunn
Ruth Eisenberg
Carol English
Adrienne Fields
Wendy Fischer, L.C.S.W.
Marian Flynn
Lois and Jason Frand
Susan Fulton
Susan Gilardi
Dr. Patricia Goldring
Nita Goodgal
Mary Gordon
Gail Harmon, J.D.
Susan R. Hester
Susan C. Hodgson Donor 

Advised Fund
Priscilla Huang, J.D.
Linda Hyland and  

Lana Miller
Florence Janovic
Anne Kasper, Ph.D. and  

Tom Kasper, M.D.
Margaret J. Kavounas
Emily Mason Khan
Pamela Kobusch
Donna S. Kohlhepp
Frances Schneider Liau
Geri Levine Loe
Melanie Loo
Vicki Lucas Ph.D.
Judith Lumb
Joanne Marqusee
Marie Therese McDermit, R.N.
Barbara Meyer
Inca A. Mohamed
Darlene Nipper
Nicole Quon
Trude Roselle
Ann Rubin
Mary Schroth, M.D.
Clare Sherwood
Dr. Abby Shuman
Sterling Speirn
Diana Taylor
Kathryn N. Taylor
Paula Todrin

Linda Usdin
Bonnie Vitti
Jo Wallis
Nancy J. Ward
Mariamne Whatley, Ph.D.
Trudy and Ted Winsberg
Holly Wohl
Nancy Worcester, Ph.D.
Barbara J. Wright and  

Dee Kenny through the 
Roots and Wings Fund 
of the Astraea Lesbian 
Foundation for Justice

Anna and Frank Yang
Jane Sprague Zones, Ph.D.
Diana Zuckerman, Ph.D.

$250–$499
Sara Adler
Amy Almeida
Rosemary Armstrong
Madeleine and David Arnow
Byllye Avery and  

Ngina Lythcott
Elizabeth B. Barnett-Connor
Elizabeth and Walter J. 

Barrett
Rita Berkson
Linda Bernhard
Susan Bernstein and  

Daniel Kleinman
Gene Bishop, M.D.
Annette Bissantz
Eve Borenstein
Margaret Bowles
Nancy Breen
Miriam Breyer
Pamela Burdman
Kirsten and Robert Burkey
Valerie and James Carroll
Ruth Carter and Stan Steck
Ellen Cassedy and Jeff Blum
Alice Cave
Leslie Cenci
Ventura Chalom
Eunice Chee
Constance and Neal Clark
Judy Cooper
Judith Costlow
Gail Cowie
Susan D. Crenshaw
Kit Crosby-Williams
Amy Crysel
Carol De Vegvar
Merry A. Demarest
Laura Derman and Lee Teifel
Estelle Disch
Kareen Donegan
Adele Dresner
Ed and Cynthia Du Brow
Alaine Duncan
Jane Case Einbender
Nancy Erman
Sandra Eskin
Margaret Evans
Jody Evans
Clare Feinson
Berenice Fisher
Marie Foegh, M.D.
Deborah S. Freedman
Mr. Robert Friedman
Kathleen Gaffney, C.F.A.
Robin Gaupp, M.D.
Margaret Geddes
Dina Ghen
Paula K. Givan
Carol Glassheim

Marguerite F. Godbold
Barbara Goldsmith
Anu Manchikanti Gomez
Karen T. Gotwalt
Patricia Adair Gowaty
Barbara Hemmings Gray
Elaine Greene, Ph.D.
Jan Griesinger
Margaret Hall
Elizabeth Hayward
Nikki Heidepriem, J.D.
Janet Heller
Eleanor Hinton Hoytt
Rosemary Hobson
Carol Hoffman
Joan Hutchinson
Pam Hyde-Nakai
Marsha Jackson
Marjorie Jaffe
E. Sharon Jones
Claudia Kadis
Gayle Kaplan
Louise Kaymen
Dorothy Klein
Anita Kostecki
Betty Latner
Eloise Lau
Robin Lavin
April C. T. Lee
Paula Levine and  

Bernard Beitman, M.D.
Bobbi Lewis
Connie Lotz
Dr. Frances Lussier
Kathryn MacFarlane
Iris Magidson
Joy Markowitz
Nancy McCharen
Christopher McGinn
Dara Mendez
Zipatly V. Mendoza
Carol Mukhopadhyay
Dorothy Murray
Carol Thomas Neely
Karen A. Nicholls
Judy Norsigian
Linda Ogara
Cordelia Ontiveros
Robin Ozerkis
Bindiya Patel
Mary Pendergast and  

David Vladeck
Rosalind Petchesky
Jane Petro, M.D.
May Pon
Linda Post
Anne Pound
Constance Price
Ann Rasenberger
Helen Remick
Pamela Judson Rhodes
Martha Richardson, M.D.
Lourdes Rivera, J.D.
Barbara Roberts
Eve Rosahn
Nancy Rossmeissl
Janet E. Rupert
Dr. Sheryl Ruzek and  

James Griesemer
Anne Salsbury
Janice Savidge
Rosel and Elliot Schewel
Susan Schewel
Marilyn Shapiro
Nancy C. Sharts Hopko
Audrey Sheppard

Valerie Shulock
Elizabeth Sidamon-Eristoff
Shana Singerman
Loretta A. Smith
Stephen Sperber
Vergie Spiker
Susan Sterngold
Lisa Stone and Scott Cantor
Jo M. Sullivan
Anne Taft
Mary Taft-McPhee
Marna C. Taylor
Roger Telschow
Letty D. Thall
Lili C. Townsend
Merry Tucker
Dr. A. Dale Tussing, Ph.D.
Lut Van Damme
Cornelia Van der Ziel, M.D.
Gail and William Van Haren
Valerie Vilott
Kathy Walker
Jenny Warburg
Jane Warren
Lydia Wegman
Cynthia J. Wellins
Nancy Wilson
Holly Wolff
Susan Wood, Ph.D.
Judith Wright, Ph.D.
Judy B. Yuknavech

Collective Legacy
Collective Legacy  
members have included  
the Network in their estate 
plans. For information  
about estate planning,  
please contact Heidi Gider, 
Director of Advancement  

at 202.682.2640.

Anonymous (2)
Maya Abels
Phyllis Chesler, Ph.D.
Belita Cowan
Martha and Donald Farley
Judith A. Forsythe
Adriane J. Fugh-Berman, M.D.
Patricia H. Gold
Susan R. Hester
Anne Kasper, Ph.D.
Kimberly J. Lau, Ph.D.
Lilo and Gerald Leeds
Judy Norsigian
Ruth Anne Paul
Cynthia A. Pearson
Burnley T. Perrin
Susan Schewel
Diana Zuckerman, Ph.D.

Foundation,  
Corporate and 
Organizational  
Donors

$100,000+
Ford Foundation

$50,000–$99,999
Common Benefit Trust
Google Grants/Google 

AdWords
Law Students for 

Reproductive Justice
The Moriah Fund

$25,000–$49,999
The Jacob and Hilda 

Blaustein Foundation
Irving Harris Foundation
Jones Family Fund 
Scherman Foundation, Inc.

$10,000–$24,999
Clarence B. and Joan F. 

Coleman Foundation
The Jana Foundation, Inc.
The Jessie Smith Noyes 

Foundation 
Sally and Terry Rynne 

Foundation 
Tides Foundation
The Mary Wohlford 

Foundation

$5,000–$9,999
Coalition for Abortion Access 

and Reproductive Equity
Dubose and Dorothy 

Heyward Memorial Fund

$2,500–$4,999
The Rubblestone 

Foundation

$1,000–$2,499
Directions for Rural  

Action Fund
The Gavlin Family 

Foundation
Jewish Communal Fund
Piersol Foundation 
Public Citizen
Rochester Area  

Community Foundation

$500–$999
Anonymous (1)
Elias Family  

Philanthropic Fund
Robert and Doris Sasser 

Charitable Fund
Sanford and Doris Slavin 

Foundation

$250–$499
Avalon Consulting  

Group, Inc.
Feminist Women’s Health 

Centers of California
Foundation for Women’s 

Health
The Greenberg Foundation
Religious Coalition of 

Reproduction Choice

In-Kind Donations
American College of 

Women’s Health  
Physicians

CocoaVia Daily Cocoa 
Extract Supplement

Michelle Copeland,  
D.M.D., M.D.

Ecoprint
Kao Corporation
Lunapads Products 

International
OPI
Personal Care Products 

Council Foundation
Potbelly Sandwich Shop
Tranquil Space
JD Warford and Jess 

Serensits, DC MetroVet
Wet International 
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