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MISSION: The Network 
strives to improve the health 
of all women by developing 
and promoting critical 
analysis of health issues to 
affect policy and support 
women’s decision-making. 
We aspire to a health care 
system that is accessible to 
all, guided by social justice 
and reflects the needs of 
diverse women.

FORGING AHEAD  
FOR WOMEN’S  
HEALTH CARE

Raising Women’s Voices Regional Coordinators convene in Washington, DC.

FAR LEFT: Spreading the love  
at the Whole Woman’s 

Health Rally.

NEAR LEFT: Christina Cherel, 
Cindy Pearson, and Sarah 

Christopherson at the Whole 
Woman’s Health Rally.

Network staff 
members united 
against the Hyde 

Amendment. 

2016 ANNUAL REPORT

On the 43rd anniversary of the  
Roe v. Wade decision, the Network 

pledged to #ReclaimRoe.



Raising Women’s Voices for the 
Health Care We Need

Raising Women’s Voices (RWV) is a joint 
initiative co-led by the Network with 
MergerWatch and the Black Women’s 
Health Imperative to make sure women’s 
voices are heard and women’s concerns 
are addressed in health reform. We have 
30 regional coordinators in 28 states.

•	 Louisiana is feeling the impact of RWV! 
In 2016, we developed a community 
organizing toolkit to help our coordinators 
push for Medicaid expansion in the  
19 states that have not yet closed their 
health care coverage gap for low-income 
 adults. Our efforts contributed to 
expansion in Louisiana, and to the  
increase in public pressure for expansion  
in Georgia, Maine, and elsewhere. 

•	 “Mi Salud, Mi Voz: Una Guía Paso a  
Paso Para Mujeres Sobre Cómo Usar  
el Seguro Médico” is the translation of  
our popular 2015 health literacy guide, 
“My Health, My Voice: A Woman’s Step-
by-Step Guide to Using Health Insurance,” 
into Spanish to help even more women  
use their new health insurance effectively.  
We were able to distribute copies in  
2016, as well as make it available for  
public download.

•	 We responded to the attack on women’s 
health care in the Supreme Court case 
Zubik v. Burwell by signing on as amici, 
coordinating the comments of multiple 
coordinators, and designing a social 
media campaign to be used during oral 
arguments. We provided our regional 
coordinators and our members with  
in-depth analysis of the case and its 
possible ramifications.

•	 Following the election of Donald Trump, 
we geared up for a long fight to save 
the Affordable Care Act from attacks 
by an incoming administration intent on 
dismantling its protections for women.

Challenging Dangerous Drugs and 
Devices for Women

The Network challenges dangerous 
drugs and devices, ensures women have 
complete and accurate information about 
the products marketed to them, and 
strengthens public protections against 
threats to our health.

•	 We continued to highlight the dangers 
of the female libido drug, Addyi, by 
developing a report card for the one-year 
anniversary of its FDA approval. We drew 
attention to Addyi’s dangerous side effects, 
high price, ineffectiveness, inadequate 
training for providers, and missed study 
deadlines. We also launched a social media 
campaign to counter the expected release 
of direct-to-consumer marketing. And we 
testified at the FDA on the need to include 
women and people of color in clinical trials. 
Addyi’s alcohol trial, for instance, included 
only two women and 23 men, even though 
the drug is only approved for use in 
women. We also urged the FDA to tighten 
its criteria before approving any additional 
drugs to treat female sexual dysfunction. 

•	 We pushed the FDA to strengthen and 
expand its Drug Trial Snapshots, which 
allow the public to see which demographic 
groups drugs were tested for. We also 
submitted comments to strengthen clinical 
trial diversity on devices and urged the 
FDA to include devices in the Snapshots 
transparency effort. 

•	 Testifying before the FDA, we highlighted 
the dangers of allowing drug and  
device-makers to skip diverse clinical 
trials in order to market their products 
to women without evidence on safety 
and effectiveness — so called off-label 
marketing. Our May/June newsletter on 
hormones noted that off-label hyping of 
menopause hormone therapy had led to 
an increase in breast cancer cases that fell 
once clinical trials proved their dangers.

Securing Sexual and Reproductive 
Health and Autonomy

To ensure every woman can make her 
own decisions about her reproductive 
and sexual health, the Network 
advocates for comprehensive, accessible 
contraceptive and abortion care, and 
accurate information about sexuality and 
reproduction. We promote access to 
safe and effective products and services, 
with complete information and without 
ideological restrictions.

•	 Our work with SisterSong Women of Color 
Reproductive Justice Collective resulted 
in a statement of principles to guide 
the provision of long-acting reversible 
contraceptives (LARCs), with input from 
multiple reproductive justice groups. It was 
signed by over a hundred organizations, 
from providers such as Planned Parenthood 
to advocacy organizations like NARAL 
and the ACLU, by more than two dozen 
national and state reproductive justice 
organizations, and by individual champions 
such as Dorothy Roberts. An article in 
our November/December newsletter 
connected our long history of work on 
sterilization abuse with our work on LARC 
coercion and, making a parallel to our 1979 
call to action for sterilization abuse, urged 
our members to share the LARC principles.

•	 As with the Zubik case, we were actively 
involved in building public pressure in 
support of the Whole Woman’s Health 
court decision. We organized grassroots 
lobbying to protect abortion access during 
a House vote. And we participated in both 
grassroots and direct lobbying efforts to 
shine a spotlight on the McCarthy-esque 
select panel the House majority is using to 
harass and threaten abortion providers.

•	 We lobbied Congress on behalf of the 
EACH Woman Act to permanently repeal 
the Hyde Amendment and allow women 
to access their constitutional right to an 
abortion regardless of how they get their 
health insurance. The Act has shattered 
original expectations for number of 
House cosponsors. We also joined the 
coalition working to update the label for 
the medication abortion pill mifepristone. 
In March, the FDA announced a new 
label eliminating some of the politically-
motivated restrictions that had prevented 
some women from having a medication 
abortion.

2016 PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Annual Event: 
$37,430 

Follow the National Women’s Health Network! Facebook, Twitter and YouTube: TheNWHN Pinterest: NWHN

Network staff and 
interns at the 

Zubik v. Burwell Rally.
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9th Annual Barbara Seaman 
Awards for Activism in  
Women’s Health

Total Revenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              $1,283,858
Total Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              $1,522,062
Change in net assets. . . . . . . . . .           ($238,204)
Beginning net assets. . . . . . . . . .         $1,061,452
Ending net assets . . . . . . . . . . . . .              $823,248 

2016 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

2016 
REVENUE

2016 
EXPENSES

Membership:  
$295,544 

In-Kind: 
$119,621   

Annual Event: 
$37,430 

1% Other: 
$13,101

Donations: $463,718 

Grants:  
$354,444

3% Board/Governance: 
$45,260

Administration:  
$95,719

3% Developing Leaders:  
$42,124 

Member Services:  
$222,818

Fundraising: 
$92,494 

Health Policy Program: 
$685,778 

Raising 
Women’s 
Voices:  
$337,869 

STAFF

The following individuals worked at the National Women’s 
Health Network in 2016. 

Cynthia Pearson, Executive Director
Cecilia Sáenz Becerra, Regional Field Manager, Raising 

Women’s Voices 
Christina Cherel, Policy & Advocacy Manager
Sarah Christopherson, Policy Advocacy Director
Devin Davis, Office Coordinator (2015–2016)
Erin Evans, Office Coordinator
Goldie Heidi Gider, Director of Advancement (2012–2016)
Natalie Hagan, Membership Coordinator
Michelle Lockwood, Development Director
Shaniqua Seth, Senior Communications Manager

NETWORK LEADERSHIP

Zipatly Mendoza, Chair 
Victoria Albina 
Erin Armstrong 
Ninia Baehr (2014–2016)
Dazon Dixon Diallo 
Emma Duer (2014–2016)
Shalini Eddens 
Andrea Friedman (2014–2016)
Anu Manchikanti Gomez 

Kira S. Jones 
Kara Loewentheil 
Charlea Massion 
Dara Mendez (2014–2016)
Nadiah Mohajir
Tiffany Reed 
Kimberly Robinson
Dipti Singh 
Mia Kim Sullivan 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The National Women’s Health Network is governed by 
a committed and talented Board of Directors elected 
to a four-year term. The following individuals served on 
the Board in 2016.

1: Byllye Y. Avery, a co-founder of Raising 
Women’s Voices and founder of the Black 
Women’s Health Imperative, Cindy Pearson, 
Belita Cowan, guest speaker Sandra Kim, 
and honorees Dr. Vanessa Schick and  
Dr. Vivian Pinn.  

2: Network staff members and interns.

3: Shaniqua Seth and Whitney Gray.

4: Board member Tiffany Reed.

5: Guests at the awards benefit.

PHOTO CREDIT: PETER CUTTS
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NWHN FOUNDERS

Barbara Seaman
Phyllis Chesler, Ph.D.
Belita Cowan
Alice J. Wolfson, J.D.
Mary Howell, M.D.

HELEN RODRIQUEZ-TRIAS WOMEN’S 
HEALTH LEADERSHIP INTERNS AND 
EUNICE CORFMAN INTERNS 

Emily Capilouto 
Sarah Eldiasty 
Anna Gomez 
Whitney Gray 

Sion Habtemariam
Airelle James
Trish Kovach 

healthcare 
for all!
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2016  
DONOR LIST
Individual Donors

$10,000+
Anonymous (2)
Marcia and Franz Allina
Jan Griesinger
Kenneth Malcolm 

Jones

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (2)
Medea Benjamin
Mary Lee Esty, Ph.D.
Ann Fleck-Henderson
Adriane J. Fugh-

Berman, M.D.
Catherine D. and 

Ernest Schurian
Janet M. Stallmeyer
Jan E. Thomas
Maggie Tsavaris
Jane Sprague Zones, 

Ph.D.
Mr. Stacey Zones

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous (3)
Judith and Alan 

Appelbaum
June M. Clase
Amy Crofts
The Stephen F. Gold 

and Barbara W. Gold 
Educational Fund

Maxine Grad, J.D.
Joan O. Lautenberger
Deborah K. McGregor
Trude S. Roselle
Beatrice G. Rosenberg
Susan B. Sasser
Frances E. Storey
Joyce Thibodeaux
Kathy W. Walker

$1,000–$2,499
Amy Allina
Anonymous (4)
Lynn S. Appelbaum
Rosemary E. Armstrong
Virginia Baker
Jyl Boline and  

Tom Gillgoly
Pamela S. Burdman
Naomi W. Cohen
Jonathan A. Cohn, M.D.
Janet M. Conn
Betty Dietrich Fund
Susan G. Doering
Ruth S. Dunlop
Laura Dunn
Beth Farber
Carol and David 

Fontein
Susan J. Gilardi
Anu Manchikanti 

Gomez
Elaine F. Greene, Ph.D.
Katherine V. Hawes
Constance Hunter
Linda Hyland
Judy Judd
Julie Karcis
Patty Kay
Clare Kirby
Yvonne LaLanne, D.C.
Kimberly J. Lau, Ph.D

Diane Lauver, Ph.D.
Ellen Leef-Sherrow
Meika Loe and  

Matt Alinger
Kara Loewentheil
Charlea T. Massion, 

M.D.
Barbara L. Mozena  

and Greg Berg
Nancy L. Neff
Nancy J. Noel
Judy Norsigian
Cynthia A. Pearson
Jane Pincus
Constance B. Price
Sarah M. Pritchard
Irene P. Rabinor
Tiffany Reed
Elsbeth A. Reisen  

and Mark R. Dyen
Pamela A. Roby, Ph.D.
Harriet Rubenstein
Jerry-Grace and  

Bruce Sadler
Elizabeth Schraft
Mary K. Schroth, M.D.
Andrea Seebaum and 

Steve Deutsch
Steve Shapiro and  

Gail Brown
Tobyanne Sidman
Dipti Singh
Joyce E. Solomon and 

Patrick J. Maher
Beverly A. Solomon
Roberta J. Silverstein 

and Stephen Sperber
Helen and Thomas 

Spiro
Sue E. Williams
Alice J. Wolfson, J.D.
Susan F. Wood, Ph.D.

$500–$999
Anonymous (4)
Patricia Antonisse
Madeleine J. and  

David Arnow
Ninia Baehr
Debra Bergoffen
Gene B. Bishop, M.D.
Linda and Mitchel 

Bollag
Jerimiah and  

Katy Booream
Lori L. Buchsbaum, 

M.P.H. and Steven B. 
Buchsbaum

Ellen D. Cassedy  
and Jeff Blum

Alice Cave
Janet Chien
Mary L. Christopherson
Judith A. Costlow
Laura Derman
Resa Y. Deverich
Jane Case Einbender
Ruth E. Eisenberg
Jill and Bernard Esrock
Susan Ferguson
JoAnne Fischer
Kathleen A. Gaffney, 

C.F.A.
Kim Gandy
James A. Gibney
Patricia Goldring, Ph.D.
Margot Gramer
Wendell Harry, M.D.
Mary Hayden, M.D.
Maxine Heiliger

Maya Honda
Megan Hudacek
Betty J. Irvine
Florence Janovic
Emily M. Kahn
Suzanne M. Kavetas
Nancy Kenney, Ph.D.
Maia Kikerpill
Beth M. Kozlowski
Kathlin and  

Mark Kriston
Marta Jo Lawrence
April Lee and  

John Shea
Frances S. Liau
Pamela Linov
Geri L. Loe
Iris Magidson
Ann Malester
Joanne Marqusee
Fred Maslin
Michela Masson
Nadiah Mohajir
Susan E. Mulroney, 

Ph.D.
Carole A. Murray
Ruth K. Nash
Carol T. Neely
Catharine Newbury
Karen A. and Stephen 

Nicholls
Nicole Quon
Marcie K. Richardson, 

M.D.
Patricia S. and Edward 

R. Richmond
Lourdes A. Rivera
Barbara Z. Roberts
Yvette J. Rudnitzky
Sally J. Rynne
Dianne Safholm
Anthony R. Scialli, M.D. 
Nancy C. Sharts-

Hopko, Ph.D., R.N.
Shana Singerman
Loretta A. Smith
Sterling Speirn
Margaret M. Sproul
Mia Kim Sullivan
Donna J. Thal
Paula L. Todrin
A. Dale Tussing, Ph.D.
Cornelia Van Der Ziel, 

M.D.
Gail Van Haren
Margaret B. Watkins
Mariamne H. Whatley, 

Ph.D.
Trudy and Ted 

Winsberg
Holly Wohl
Virginia K. Wolfe, M.D.
Susan D. Wood
Nancy A. Worcester, 

Ph.D.
Barbara J. Wright and 

Dee Kenny thru Roots 
and Wings Fund of 
the Astraea Lesbian 
Foundation for 
Justice

Anna C. Yang

$250–$499
Maya Abels
Joan and Stanford 

Alexander
Eric Allina
Anonymous (5)
Suzanne Antisdel

Rima D. and  
Michael W. Apple

Sylvia A. Arey 
Erin Armstrong
Toni G. Atkins
Kristine A. Avery
Elizabeth Barrett
Cinda L. Berry
Christine Borgman
Margaret C. Bowles
Nancy L. Brago
Elisa Breton
Miriam and Jack Breyer
Donna M. Bryan
Kirsten H. and  

Robert F.Burkey
Margaret Carey Best
Ventura Y. Chalom
Oscar B. Chamberlain
Karen L. Chandler
Arlyne Charlip
Barbara (Babi) J. 

Charnak 
Patricia Chick
Constance E. and Neil 

H. Clark
Jean R. Conrad
Belita Cowan
Gail Cowie
Francine Coyteaux
Lois Cozyris
Julie E. Cristol
Alice J. Dan
Patricia Dawson, M.D., 

Ph.D.
Kareen S Donegan
Andrea Dubrow
Alice W. Dunn and 

Gordon Hardy
Joni E. Ellsworth
Clare Feinson
Laura L. Feldman, D.O.
Adrienne Fields
Mary-Christy Fisher
Kathryn J. Foley
Arlene S. Ford
Reena Z. Freedman
Deborah S. Freedman
Marlene and William 

Fried
Robert Friedman
Elizabeth Fuchs
Susan Fullwood
Gisela and David 

Gamper
Margaret A. Geddes
Barbro Gendell
Laura L. Gilbert and 

Janet P. Ray
Nancy C. Gilliland
Paula K. Givan
Carol B. Glassheim
Marguerite F. Godbold
Judith Goldberger, R.N.
Paula Goldsmid, Ph.D.
Nita S. Goodgal
Karen T. Gotwalt
Mary Z. Greenebaum
Deborah Greenfield 
Lisa Handwerker, Ph.D.
Gail M. Harmon, J.D.
Kathleen A. Hasse
Mary Jo and Steve 

Hazard
Janet R. Heller
Sandra Herbert
Jo Carol G. Hiatt, M.D.
Karen Hicks
Ditta B. Hoeber

Dana B. Hopper
Pam Hyde-Nakai
Evelyn Ishmael
Marsha S. Jackson
Kira S. Jones
Elaine Kant
Laura K. Kaplan
Elizabeth G. Kennedy
Katherine Kiehn
Hallie J. Kintner, Ph.D. 
Naomi J. Kistin
Joann M. and Paul H. 

Knapke
Henryka Komanska
Nettie Kravitz
Rebecca Kugel
Margaret L. Leavitt
C. Lee
Katherine Levy
Bobbi Lewis
Melanie W. Loo
Connie Lotz
Vicki Lucas, Ph.D.
Judith R. Lumb
Frances M. Lussier
Iris Magidson
Sonja Malmuth
Elizabeth H. 

Margosches
Joy Markowitz
Anne Masloski
Claride W. Mayo
Nancy McCharen
Shannon A. McChesney
Mieke Meurs
Dixie J. Mills M.D. 
Carol C. 

Mukhopadhyay, Ph.D.
Vreni Naess
Lucie Neiman
Byllye Avery and Ngina 

Lythcott
Ruth A. Nickodemus
Ellen Novack
Cordelia Ontiveros
Cheri Pies, Ph.D.
Vivian W. Pinn, M.D.
Susan Points
May Y. Pon
Thomas Powers
Leni Preston
Kathryn Radke, Ph.D.
Helen S. Raizen and 

Kathy MacDonald
Laura Raynolds
Rosemary Regis
Louise Reinecke
Susan Reverby
Pamela Judson Rhodes
Eleanor Richards
Edna N. Roberts
Cecilie Rose
Donna Rosenberg
Loretta J. Ross
Nancy and John 

Rossmeissl
Susan Rothenberg
Ann D. and Andee 

Rubin
Marian Sandmaier
Janice Savidge
Susan E. Schewel, Ph.D.
Gordon Schiff
Clare Sherwood
Valerie Shulock
Myrna Siegel
Myrna and Lee 

Silverman
Christina Simmons

Deborah Ann Smith
Julie K. Smith
Carol Smith
Bonnie Spanier, Ph.D.
Diane Steingart
Susan L. Steinhauser 

and Daniel Greenberg
Victoria Steinitz
Denise R. Stephenson
Verena Stocker
Lisa Stone and Scott 

Cantor
Miriam Struck
Deborah Tannen
Diana Taylor
Kathryn N. Taylor
Kathy M. Tilford
Jan K. Tomsic
Merry Tucker
Michele N. Ulrich
Catherine Valsamoulis
Anne Veague
Marla Vogt-Roberts
Nancy J. Ward
Margaret L. Weber-

Levine
Lydia N. Wegman
Sally Weiler
Loretta L. Wile
Holly Wolff
Ellen F.and John H. 

Wright

Foundation, 
Corporate, and 
Organizational 
Donors 

$100,000+
Ford Foundation
Irving Harris Foundation

$50,000–$99,999
Anonymous (1)
Community Catalyst, Inc.
Groundswell Fund
The Scherman 

Foundation, Inc.

$25,000–$49,999
The Jacob and Hilda 

Blaustein Foundation
The Prospect Hill 

Foundation

$10,000–$24,999
The Jana  

Foundation, Inc.
The Jessie Smith Noyes 

Foundation
Tides Foundation 

$5,000–$9,999
The American 

Association for Justice
Clarence B. and Joan F. 

Coleman Charitable 
Foundation

Padosi Foundation
St. Louis Community 

Foundation

$2,500–$4,999
Nueva Vista Group

$1,000–$2,499
American College 

of Obstetricians & 
Gynecologists

Black Women’s Health 
Imperative

Feminist Majority 
Foundation

Jewish Federation of 
Greater Philadelphia

Olive Bridge Fund
Piersol Foundation
Planned Parenthood 

Action Fund
Rochester Area 

Community 
Foundation

The Community 
Foundation for the 
National Capitol 
Region

$500–$999
Dyad Systems, LLC.
National Latina Institute 

for Reproductive 
Health

National Network of 
Abortion Funds

National Partnership for 
Women and Families

$250–$499
American Endowment 

Foundation
Arizona Community 

Foundation
Commonwealth Digital 

Office Solutions
Feminist Women’s 

Health Center
National Women’s Law 

Center
Reproductive Health 

Technologies Project
Women’s Health 

Specialists – 
Sacramento

Villchur Foundation

Collective Legacy
Collective Legacy 
members have included 
the Network in their 
estate plans.

Anonymous (2)
Maya Abels
Phyllis Chesler, Ph.D.
Belita Cowan
Carol J. Dietrich
Martha and Donald 

Farley
Judith A. Forsythe
Adriane J. Fugh-

Berman, M.D.
Patricia H. Gold
Susan R. Hester
Gail and Ralph 

Jacobson
Anne Kasper, Ph.D. and 

Tom Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly J. Lau, Ph.D.
Lilo and Gerald Leeds
Dr. Karen Magarian
Joy E. Martin
Charlea Massion, M.D.
Carol Mukhopadhyay
Judy Norsigian
Ruth Anne Paul
Cynthia A. Pearson
Burnley T. Perrin
Ruth Putter
Susan E. Schewel, Ph.D.
Karen Stamm
Dr. Kayla Weiner
Diana Zuckerman, Ph.D.
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