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Raising Women’s Voices (RWYV) for the
Health Care We Need

B With so much at stake in 2020 for women’s
health, our regional coordinators (RCs) worked hard
to educate and mobilize health care voters ahead
of the elections. But the COVID-19 pandemic didn’t
make it easy. We helped our RCs pivot their voter
engagement tactics to virtual methods

in order to ensure the safety of
their staff and community
members. And we continued
to provide funding, technical
assistance,guidance,
messaging documents,

social media assets,
grassroots-friendly updates
from Washington, and other
support to help them educate
their communities and influence
their elected officials.

M At the federal level, we successfully advocated
for increased Medicaid funding (with strong
protections against states cutting coverage) and a
big boost in safety net funding to help families hurt
by the recession. We also pushed for an expansion
of Affordable Care Act coverage, laying the
groundwork for a big win in early 2021!

B We held our first-ever virtual convening, attended
by over 60 people. The event allowed our RCs
around the country to come together and share
solidarity, energy, inspiration, and new strategies for
our work to expand access to health care. We were
able to take stock of our work over the past year,
discuss the implications of the election, COVID-19,
racial injustice and set the stage for a strong 2021.

B RWYV co-founder Byllye Avery and
NWHN staff continued to provide
financial support and technical
assistance for organizational
development through the Working
Against the Grain project to
strengthen the capacity of people

of color-led groups in Texas, Arizona,
Mississippi, and Tennessee.

Challenging Dangerous Drugs
and Devices

Bl The NWHN remains one of the few women’s
health organizations focused on the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) that doesn’t accept
funding from the industries that it regulates.
That gives us the freedom to speak out against
dangerous products and credibility when we speak
up for good ones. The NWHN responded to the
COVID-19 pandemic by calling out the FDA
when they allowed politics to trump science
(for example, in dangerously promoting
hydroxychloroquine) and by creating
a wealth of resources to help our
members navigate changing public
safety protocols, push for public
policy change, and learn more
about experimental COVID drugs
and vaccines.

B We testified multiple times before

the FDA on COVID vaccine safety and
clinical trial diversity, highlighting the
unacceptable lack of safety and efficacy
data for Black or Indigenous people and
generating significant media coverage of the issue.
And we lobbied Congress on the disparate impact
of the pandemic on Black, Latinx, Indigenous, and
other women of color.

W We continued our fight to remove toxic
ingredients and contaminants in cosmetics and
other personal care products — like shampoo and
conditioner, deodorant, makeup, baby powder,
vaginal douches, lotion, body sprays and perfumes,
hair dyes and straighteners. In 2020, we had
successes in shaping and lobbying for legislation
that would update the FDA’s regulation of personal
care products for the first time in decades. That
legislation is on track for enactment in 2021.
We also successfully pressured Johnson

& Johnson to discontinue domestic sales

' of its talc-based Baby Powder, which

has been linked to reproductive health

¥V cancers, and led the coalition calling on the
"~ company to discontinue international sales
as well.

“l just want to say thank you and everyone there for all the work you do.
We don’t take you for granted.”— MA, LONG-TIME MEMBER IN NEW YORK

Securing Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Autonomy

B When the FDA refused to suspend in-person
requirements during the pandemic for medication
abortion, aka the abortion pill — treating it
differently from all of the other drugs the agency
regulates — we sprang into action. We launched
our #MailTheAbortionPill campaign to eliminate
politically motivated, medically unnecessary
restrictions.

* The FDA has encouraged patients to use
telehealth appointments and online
pharmacies for routine medical care
during the COVID-19 outbreak without
having to leave their homes. For
most pregnant people seeking
safe and effective FDA-approved
abortion pills, however, the FDA
= still required them to pick up
mifepristone from designated
clinics and doctors’ offices in person
— even though every other part of
the process, including the abortion
itself, can occur at home.

¢« We collected more than 12,000 signatures on
a petition urging the agency to lift restrictions
on mifepristone, and we physically delivered
them at a socially distanced protest outside the
agency. We led over 80 organizations in writing
to the FDA, published op-eds in prominent
outlets, helped members of Congress send their
own letter to the FDA (signed by 109 House
members), developed a DC-influencer campaign
that “took over” the Washington Post’s Health
202 newsletter with our medication abortion
ads for 10 days, and interviewed with the
press about both the NWHN’s work in getting
mifepristone approved in 2000 and the
FDA’s long history of imposing restrictions on
mifepristone access out of fear of anti-abortion
politicians and violence. In early 2021, these
efforts paid off and FDA agreed to suspend key
requirements during the pandemic.

B We also built on our 45-year history of fighting
sterilization abuse, speaking to the press and
leading protests against the Trump administration’s
attempts to sterilize immigrants without their
consent.



RAISING OUR VOIGES

IN A TIME OF RACIAL INJUSTICE, HEALTH DISPARITY, AND COVID-19

We haven’t slowed down our work to advance women’s access to health care. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic not Speakers: Byllye Y. Avery, Co-founder of RWV & Founder of

only created an extra barrier in the fight to advance women’s health care rights and access, it also laid bare the failures

the Black Women'’s Health Imperative; Terrilyne Cole, M.D.,
MBA, Infectious Disease Physician; Marsha Jones, Co-founder &

of our health care system. The NWHN hosted a panel discussion on how we got to this point, the impact of COVID-19 Executive Director of The Afiya Center Moderator: Dazon Dixon

and the BLM protests, the connection between racial justice and health justice, and what 2021 could look like.
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Board

THE NATIONAL WOMEN’S HEALTH
NETWORK IS GOVERNED BY A
COMMITTED AND TALENTED BOARD
OF DIRECTORS THAT IS ELECTED
TO A FOUR YEAR TERM. THE
FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS SERVED
ON THE BOARD IN 2020:

CHAIR

Kimberly Robinson

ACTION VICE CHAIR

Kira S. Jones*

Kentina Washington-Leapheart
ADMINISTRATIVE VICE CHAIR
Francine Thompson
SECRETARY

Nadiah Mohajir

TREASURER

Tiffany Reed

Lacey Alexander**
Ndidiamaka Amutah-Onukagha
Abigail Arons**

Sequoia Ayala**

Mae-Gilene Begay

Déazon Dixon Diallo*

Leslie Diaz**

Joy Eckert

Meredith P. Field

Anu Manchikanti Gémez*
Yamini Oseguera-Bhatnagar**
Kentina Washington-Leapheart
EX OFFICIO

Cynthia A. Pearson

*Term ended June 2020
**Term began June 2020

NWHN Founders
Barbara Seaman
Phyllis Chesler, Ph.D.
Belita Cowan

Alice J. Wolfson, J.D.
Mary Howell, M.D.

Staff

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS
WORKED AT THE NATIONAL
WOMEN’S HEALTH NETWORK IN 2020
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Cynthia A. Pearson

DIGITAL MARKETING AND
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

Evita Almassi
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE
Hannah Camp

SENIOR POLICY MANAGER
M. Isabelle Chaudry

POLICY ADVOCACY DIRECTOR
Sarah Christopherson

INTERIM DIGITAL MARKETING AND
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

Adele Costa
OFFICE MANAGER
Erin Evans
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Susan K. Flinn

INTERIM COMMUNICATIONS
ASSOCIATE

Julia Kagan
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Michelle M. Lockwood

SENIOR STATE ADVOCACY MANAGER
FOR RAISING WOMEN’S VOICES

Kalena Murphy

Helen Rodriquez-Trias and
Eunice Corfman Interns
COMMUNICATIONS INTERNS:
Julia Kagan

Chloe Riven

Olivia Snavely

POLICY INTERNS:

Emma Warnecke

POLICY FELLOW:

Gabriela Salas

Diallo, DHL, MPH, Founder & President of SisterLove, Inc.

2020 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

TotalIncome. ........ ... i $1,837,145
Total EXpense. ... ..ot $1,613,022
Beginning Net Assets....................... $606,111
ChangeinNet Assets...................... $224,123
Ending Net Assets. . ........... ...t $830,234

Preliminary statement. Audited statements will be available at www.nwhn.org.

INCOME
Grants $739,000
$364,733

Membership $309,742
Bequests 193,009
Fiscal Sponsor Fees $123,252
Google Adwords In Kind $69,514
Annual Event $19,900

$17,995 1% 4%

EXPENSES
Health Policy $451,036

$439,722
Communications $311,755
Raising Women'’s Voices $263,960
Administration $72,604
Fundraising $47,793
Board $26,152

2% 3% 5%

www.nwhn.org
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Kaethe Kauffman
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Clare Kirby
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Joan O. Lautenberger

Diane Lauver, Ph.D.
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Geri Levine Loe

Meika Loe and Matt
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Zipatly Mendoza

Ruth Minka, D.C.

Deborah Narrigan
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Karen and Stephen
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Sally J. Rynne
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Gordon Schiff and
Mardge Cohen

Elizabeth Schraft

Mary K. Schroth, M.D.

Anthony R. Scialli, M.D.

Andrea Seebaum

Steve Shapiro and Gail
Brown

Nancy C. Sharts-Hopko

Clare Sherwood

Roberta J. Silverstein

Sterling Speirn

Susan C. Spivack

Francine Stieglitz

Alice J. Wolfson, J.D.
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Pat Antonisse
Erin Armstrong
Madeleine J. Arnow
Paula M. Block-Levor
and Robert Levor
Linda Bollag
Kirsten H. Burkey
Jane Case Einbender
Ellen D. Cassedy
Arlyne Charlip
Catherine Cogar
Ronnie L. Cohen
Barbara A. Comiskey

Judith A. Costlow
Deborah Cramer
Amy Crofts
Laura Derman
Betty J. Dietrich
Judith Ditzler
Alice W. Dunn
Joanne L. Earp
Howard Eisenberg
Sandra C. Eskin
Ann C. Evans
Joanne Fagerstrom
Susan Ferguson
Jane E. Fleury
Elizabeth Fuchs
Gisela E. Gamper
Carol B. Glassheim
Patricia Goldring
Nita Silverman Goodgal
Barbara E. Goodman
Margot Gramer
Elaine F. Greene
Jan Griesinger
Mary Hayden
Joanna Heitz
Maya Honda
Marsha S. Jackson
Karuna Jaggar
Laura K. Kaplan
Gail M. Kaufman
Sally Ketcham
Joan A. Kirchheimer
Beth M. Kozlowski
Nettie Kravitz*
Thea Lee
Eleanor R. Lewis
Bobbi Lewis
Frances S. Liau
Alicia A. Lucksted
Ann Malester
Fred Maslin
Kathleen Mavournin
Mieke Meurs
Ruth K. Nash
Cordelia Ontiveros
Karen W. Owen
Constance B. Price
Kathryn Radke, Ph.D.
Lisa Rarick
Amy Reichert
Rhoda Ritzenberg
Andee D. Rubin
Dianne Safholm
Amy L. Saldinger
Susan E. Schewel
Celia Schuchman
Valerie Shulock
Myrna Silverman
Joyce E. Solomon
Janet M. Stallmeyer
Denise R. Stephenson
Verena Stocker
Andrew Stone and
Sarah Bishop Stone
Kathryn N. Taylor

Francine Thompson
Susan Traff

Gail Van Haren
Letty Vanderlinden
Anne Veague

Lise Vogel

Nancy J. Ward
Beverly Whipple
Janet R. Wilder
Sue E. Williams
Holly Wohl

$250-499
Anonymous (4)
Maya Abels

Lacey Alexander
Ann T. Allen

Rima D. Apple
Sylvia Ann Arey
Abigail Arons
Byllye Y. Avery
Cecilia Ball

Jerry Banks

Ami Barker

Tina Barnet
Mae-Gilene Begay
Linda A. Bernhard
Joyce Blalock

Nina Blumenfeld
Christine Borgman
Margaret C. Bowles
Anne W. Braun
Johanna Brenner
Elisa Breton
Miriam Breyer
Margaret Carey Best
Ruth Carter

Ginny Cassidy-Brinn
Ventura Y. Chalom
Cindy Chapman
Phyllis Chesler
Patricia Chick
Ronnie E. Cimprich
Adele E. Clarke
Suzanne Cloutier
Markie Clowes
Melinda Cooper
Joan Costello

Gail Cowie

Lois Cozyris

Julie E. Cristol
James Cusenza
Marcy Darnovsky
Judith F. Davis
Amber Dawson
Mary Frances Derby
Kareen S. Donegan
Carolyn A. Eaton
Sally A. Edwards
Ruth E. Eisenberg
Joni E. Ellsworth
Robert Ellsworth
Nancy Evans
Shirley A. Evenson
Brandi Fannon
Krista Farey

“l brag on you all the time. I’'m retired now, but when | was
working | always used to tell my co-workers ‘They’re on
the right side of everything!”” — sz, LONG-TIME MEMBER FROM MD

Clare Feinson
Barbara Feringa
JoAnne Fischer
Mary-Christy Fisher
Susanne E. Fountain
Ann Mary Francis
Brenda Frank
Deborah S. Freedman
Marlene Fried
Robert Friedman
Elizabeth Gallagher
Margaret A. Geddes
Barbro Gendell
Rachael Gershenson
Mickey Gillmor
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Harriet Goldberg
Susan Goldman
Bridgette Gomez
Sallie E. Gratch
Mary Z. Greenebaum
Nancy Greenstreet
Margaret Hall
Maxine Heiliger
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Hoffman
Dana B. Hopper
Alice G. Howard
Nancy M. Hughes
Pam Hyde-Nakai
Evelyn Ishmael
Marjorie Jaffe
Martha Johannsen
Portia D. Jones
Kira S. Jones
Linda Kattwinkel
Nancy Kenney
Katherine Kiehn
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Randi Kodroff
Donna S. Kohlhepp
Henryka Komanska
Kathy Kriston
Yvonne LalLanne, D.C.
Jeanne Lan
James Lau
C. Lee
Carol F. Leith
Ellen Leopold
Jordana Loeb
Melanie W. Loo
Frances M. Lussier
Mary Lyman-Cammann
Barbara M. Mader
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Jan E. Maisel
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Joy E. Martin
Anne Masloski
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Mari Mennel-Bell
Mary H. Metz
Lorrie J. Miller
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Barbara D. Moore
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Carol T. Neely
Lucie Neiman
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Judy Norsigian
Susan M. Olson
Michele Oppliger
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Robin D. Ozerkis
Krisi Packer
Jeff Peacock
Anita Pearlman
Melissa Pearson
Iva Perlman
Ellen M. Poss
Linda L. Post
Mary L. Powell
Leni Preston
Jean Rabovsky
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Lindsay C. Ralphs
Susan Reverby
Martha K. Richardson
Patricia S. Richmond
Barbara Z. Roberts
Edna N. Roberts
Kimberly Robinson
Eve Rosahn
Patricia and Ira Rosnel
Nancy Rossmeissl
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Diane Schilling
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Toni J. Smith
Marilyn R. Smits, Ph.D.
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Susan Sterngold
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Sue Thomas
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M.D.

Gerry Veeder

John Vernon

Kathy Waligora

Jane T. Warren

Margaret B. Watkins

Harold Watts

Phyllis Wax

Margaret L. Weber-
Levine

Carol S. Weisman

Jane Widseth

Roberta Willenkin

Aletta T. Wilson

Susan Wind

Nancy A. Worcester,
Ph.D.
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