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The Network leverages 
health information to 
improve the health of all 
women. We work with 
individuals and organizations 
to create positive change, 
address inequalities and 
provide the tools for every 
woman to advocate for 
her health. Our unique 
approach is part of a national 
movement to empower 
and educate women and 
disseminate messages of 
health and justice.

INDIVIDUAL ACTIVISM
	 COLLECTIVE CHANGE

Summer interns: Ariela Schnyer, Amy Wieczorek, and Subha Pillai protest the 
Supreme Court’s decision in Hobby Lobby.

Program Coordinator Kate Ryan is among those 
advocating for women in clinical trials at the FDA.

Raising Women’s Voices Regional Coordinators convene in Washington, DC.

Network staff and 
interns support 

pregnant workers.

Executive Director Cindy Pearson is a panelist at the American 
Public Health Association’s Annual Meeting in New Orleans.

Deputy Director Amy Allina 
serves as panelist at the Kaiser 
Family Foundation discussing 

the Affordable Care Act.
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Interns Deshani 
Senewiratne (TOP) and  
Sara Eyman (BOTTOM) at  
the Supreme Court’s 

Hobby Lobby argument.

Spring interns Quantanise 
Williams, Sarah Eyman, 

and Deshani Senewiratne 
support abortion coverage 

for low-income women.

Celebrating the FDA Office of  
Women’s Health 20th Anniversary.



Raising Women’s Voices for the 
Health Care We Need

The Network aspires to a health care 
system that is guided by social justice and 
meets our diverse needs. Through the 
Raising Women’s Voices (RWV) campaign, 
we assure women’s voices are heard and 
concerns are addressed in health care 
reform implementation.

•	 In 2014, millions of women secured 
comprehensive health care coverage 
because of the Affordable Care Act.  
4.3 million women signed up for insurance 
in the marketplaces. Plans were required  
to cover contraception, maternity care,  
and basic screening and prevention 
services. This is the biggest expansion  
of health care in a generation and we’re 
proud of the role RWV played!

•	 RWV’s network of state partners continue 
to engage in advocacy build support for 
closing the coverage gap in states that  
have not yet accepted federal funds 
to expand Medicaid. RWV regional 
coordinators in Pennsylvania had a big win, 
expanding access to health care for over 
500,000 people.

•	 As part of our Mother’s Day outreach, 
the Network celebrated Mama’s Day to 
highlight real lives and experiences of the 
mamas in our lives. Through the campaign 
#RaisingMamasVoices, we customized 
eCards with messages about health 
coverage through the Affordable Care 
Act and the continued need to fight for 
Medicaid expansion. Thousands of people 
shared cards and media outlets extensively 
covered the campaign.

•	 We advocated for a number of federal 
rules that strengthen consumer protections 
for women, including provisions that 
would require insurance networks to have 
a sufficient number of reproductive health 
providers, culturally and linguistically 
competent outreach workers and 
prescription drug formulary designs that 
don’t price essential drugs out of reach of 
the women who need them.

Challenging Dangerous Drugs and 
Devices for Women

Women face health risks from unsafe 
and unnecessary use of drugs, medical 
devices and treatments. The Network 
challenges dangerous drugs and devices, 
ensures women have complete and 
accurate information about products 
marketed to them, and strengthens 
public protections against such threats.

•	 For the first time ever, the FDA publically 
released critical data about the number 
of women participating in clinic trials. 
The FDA’s new Drug Snapshots webpage 
makes demographic, sex, race and age 
data available. This advance, in large part 
due to our successful multi-year advocacy 
campaign to persuade policymakers of 
the need for public disclosure of this 
information, supports our goal of providing 
more reliable drug safety and efficacy 
information so that women can make 
informed decisions about the drugs and 
products they use.

•	 The Network spoke out against drug 
company manipulation of consumer 
information by publicly critiquing claims 
that the FDA has not approved drugs for 
female sexual desire disorder because of 
gender bias. Our critique of the “Even the 
Score” campaign was featured in articles 
on National Public Radio and the British 
medical journal, The BMJ. 

•	 In our continued effort to fight against  
the marketing and women’s use of unsafe 
and ineffective drugs, the Network 
opposed the FDA’s approval of the 
controversial anti-obesity drug, Contrave. 
We argued that the FDA standard of 
review for anti-obesity drugs should be 
strengthened and drug manufacturers 
should demonstrate that their products 
offer drug-specific evidence of health 
benefits in addition to weight loss as 
research shows that drug-assisted weight 
loss in and of itself does not necessarily 
improve a person’s health.

Securing Sexual and Reproductive 
Health and Autonomy

To ensure every woman can make her 
own decisions about her reproductive and 
sexual health, the Network advocates for 
comprehensive, accessible contraceptive 
and abortion care, accurate information 
about sexuality and reproduction, and 
tools to protect against HIV and sexually 
transmitted infections. We promote 
access to safe and effective products and 
services, with complete information and 
without ideological restrictions.

•	 The Network activated our allies and 
supporters, rallying women to speak up 
with a loud, unified voice in support of 
legislature protecting women’s access 
to abortion care, such as the Women’s 
Health Protection Act. To build support 
for removing restrictions on public and 
private coverage of abortion care, we 
took part in the All* Above All campaign, 
which is building a new and more diverse 
constituency in support of this goal.

•	 We celebrated the announcement by 
the FDA that they would allow a generic 
version of Plan B emergency contraception 
to be sold over-the-counter without the 
requirement to show proof of age.  
This brings us another step closer to the 
goals the Network has been working 
toward for more than a decade: the full 
and unhampered access to emergency 
contraception for women of all ages.

•	 To ensure enthusiasm for long-acting 
contraceptive methods does not lead 
to inappropriate coercion or limiting of 
women’s reproductive health choices, 
NWHN Deputy Director Amy Allina 
co-authored “Women or LARC First? 
Reproductive Autonomy And the 
Promotion of Long-Acting Reversible 
Contraceptive Methods” which was 
published in the influential journal 
Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive 
Health. This commentary has sparked a 
productive dialogue amongst clinicians, 
advocates and funders.

•	 The Network continues to actively work 
in coalition to update Female Condom 
information on the FDA website and 
product label to reflect the current state of 
the evidence regarding the effectiveness 
and safety of female condoms.

2014 PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS

LSRJ Fellow Lillian Hewko joins  
others to tell the Supreme Court  

that contraception is  
“Not My Boss’s Business.”

Follow the National Women’s Health Network!

Facebook, Twitter and YouTube: TheNWHN Pinterest: NWHN

National Women’s Health Network 2014 Annual Report  |  www.nwhn.org



2014 FINANCIAL DETAIL 

4% 
Developing 
Leaders:  
$50,763 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Board Member Anu Gomez presents the Emerging Activist Award to  
Aurora Muñoz; Board Member Kara Loewentheil presents the Barbara Seaman Award to Pat Reuss; 
Members of the Network Board of Directors; Network staff and interns; Keynote Speaker Jodi  
Jacobson of RH Reality Check

7th Annual Barbara Seaman Awards for Activism in Women’s Health

Individual Activism. Collective Change.

Total Revenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   $1,125,264
Total Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   $1,378,213
Change in net assets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               ($252,949)
Beginning net assets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              $1,216,538
Ending net assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   $963,589

2014 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

NETWORK LEADERSHIP

STAFF

The following individuals worked at the National 
Women’s Health Network during 2014.

Cynthia Pearson, Executive Director
Amy Allina, Deputy Director (1999–2014)
Frances Ampah, Office Coordinator
Pat Antonisse, Finance Manager
Cecilia Sáenz Becerra, Field Organizer
Christina Cherel, Program Coordinator
Susan K. Flinn, Newsletter Editor
Goldie Heidi Gider, Director of Advancement
Lillian Hewko, Reproductive Justice Law & Policy Fellow 

(2013–2014)
Coco Jervis, Program Director
Kate Ryan, Senior Program Coordinator (2010–2014)
Shaniqua Seth, Health Communications Manager
Ariel Tazkargy, Reproductive Justice Law & Policy Fellow 

(2014–2015)
Amirah Tyler, Membership Coordinator 

NWHN FOUNDERS

Barbara Seaman
Phyllis Chesler, Ph.D.
Belita Cowan
Alice J. Wolfson, J.D.
Mary Howell, M.D.

2014 EXPENSES2014 REVENUE

9% 
Administrative: 
$118,902   

3% 
Board/

Governance:  
$43,069

13% 
Women’s  
Health Voice:  
$183,639

4% 
Fundraising:  
$60,289 

15% 
Membership:  
$167,301 5% 

In-Kind:  
$55,119   5% 

Event:  
$50,871 

1% 
Other:  

$15,281  

PHOTO CREDIT: James Brantley

HELEN RODRIQUEZ-TRIAS 
WOMEN’S HEALTH 
LEADERSHIP INTERNS AND 
EUNICE CORFMAN INTERNS 

Jennifer Choi
Sarah Eyman
Wei Gao
Subha Pillai 
Ariela Schnyer
Deshani Senewiratne
Tasneem Sheriff
Amy Wieczorek
Quantanise Williams

45%
Grants:  

 $512,000

29%
Donations:  
$324,692 

44%
Health Policy 

Program:  
$599,155 

23%
Member Services:  

$322,396   

Dara Mendez, Chair
Ninia Baehr, Treasurer
Dazon Dixon Diallo
Emma Duer
Shalini Eddens
Andi Friedman
Anu Manchikanti Gomez
Priscilla Huang  

(January–June 2014)
Kira Jones
Laura Kaplan  

(January–June 2014)

Kara Loewentheil
Charlea Massion
Zipatly Mendoza
Bindiya Patel  

(January–June 2014)
Cheri Pies  

(January–June 2014)
Tiffany Reed
Dipti Singh
Mia Kim Sullivan
Susan F. Wood  

(January–June 2014)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The National Women’s Health Network is governed by  
a committed and talented Board of Directors elected to 
a four-year term. The following individuals served on the 
Board in 2014.
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2014  
DONOR LIST
Individual Donors

$10,000+
Marcia and Franz Allina
Philip Corfman, M.D.
Ruth Putter

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (2)
Judith and Alan Appelbaum
Mr. Joseph Cali
Martha Farley
Ann Fleck-Henderson
Maxine Grad, J.D.
Jan Thomas
Jane Sprague Zones, Ph.D.

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous (2)
Adriane Fugh-Berman, M.D.
Barbara Gold, M.D.
Susan Hanson
Joan Lautenberger
Ruth Minka, D.C.
Barbara Mozena and  

Greg Berg
Beatrice G. Rosenberg
Susan B. Sasser
Janet Stallmeyer
Joyce and William 

Thibodeaux
Mr. Stacey Zones

$1,000–$2,499
Anonymous (3)
Lynn Appelbaum
Jyl Boline, Ph.D.
Pamela Burdman
Kirsten and Robert Burkey
Vidal Clay
Naomi Cohen
Jonathan Cohn, M.D.
Laura Dunn
Eve Ensler
Carol Fontein and  

David Cohen
Lois and Jason Frand
Susan Gilardi
Elaine Greene, Ph.D.
Katherine V. Hawes
Judy Judd
Julie Karcis
Clare Kirby
Diane Lauver, Ph.D.
Marta Jo Lawrence
Dr. Mary Ann Leeper
Meika Loe and Matt Alinger
Cathy May
Deborah McGregor
Paulette Meyer
Nancy Noel
Cynthia A. Pearson
Martha Pearson
Constance B. Price
Irene Rabinor
Elsbeth Reisen and  

Mark Dyen
Martha Richardson, M.D.
Trude Roselle
Sally J. Rynne
Mary Schroth, M.D.
Catherine Schurian
Andrea Seebaum and  

Steve Deutsch
Tobyanne Sidman

Joyce Solomon and  
Patrick Maher

Stephen Sperber
Frances Storey
Kathy Walker
The Sahsen Fund
Nancy Wilson
Alice J. Wolfson, J.D.
Susan Wood, Ph.D.

$500–$999
Anonymous (4)
Amy Allina
Pat Antonisse
Rosemary Armstrong
Madeleine and David Arnow
Virginia Baker
Rita Berkson
Linda Bollag
Eve Borenstein
Alice Cave
Mary Christopherson
Janet Conn
Y. Zena Downey
Judith Costlow
Betty Dietrich
Estelle Disch
Ruth Dunlop
Jane Case Einbender
Ruth Eisenberg
Sandra Eskin
Clare Feinson
Adrienne Fields
Wendy Fischer, L.C.S.W.
Marguerite F. Godbold
Dr. Patricia Goldring
Anu Manchikanti Gomez
Jan Griesinger
Susan Hamilton-Clark and 

Randall Clark
Gail M. Harmon, J.D.
Susan Hodgson
Maya Honda
Priscilla Huang, J.D.
Linda Hyland and Lana Miller
Karuna Jaggar
Florence Janovic
Anne Kasper, Ph.D. and  

Tom Kasper, M.D.
Nettie Kravitz
Kathlin Kriston
Kimberly J. Lau, Ph.D.
Debbie Lee
Ellen Leef-Sherrow
Geri Levine Loe
Alicia A. Lucksted
Ann Malester
Joy Markowitz
Emily Mason Kahn
Charlea Massion, M.D.
Christopher McGinn
Mari Mennel-Bell
Nancy Neff
Karen A. Nicholls
Linda Ogara
Cheri Pies, Ph.D.
Eleanor Preston
Doris M. Preus
Nicole Quon
Lisa Rarick, M.D.
Patricia and Edward 

Richmond
Patricia and Ira Rosnel
Harriet Rubenstein
Ann Rubin
Amy L. Saldinger
Steve Shapiro
Sterling Speirn
Helen Spiro

Eve Stern
Kathryn N. Taylor
Diana Taylor
Paula Todrin
Mary Pendergast and  

David Vladeck
Mariamne Whatley, Ph.D.
Cynthia Whitehead
Trudy and Ted Winsberg
Nancy Worcester, Ph.D.
Barbara J. Wright and  

Dee Kenny thru Roots  
and Wings Fund of 
the Astraea Lesbian 
Foundation for Justice

$250–$499
Anonymous (6)
Alexandra D. Alger
Ann Taylor Allen
Amy Almeida
Effie Ambler
Rima and Michael Apple
Byllye Avery and Ngina 

Lythcott
Annie Ballard
Margy C. Baran
Tina Barnet
Shirley W. Bekey
Ruth M. Bennett
Linda Bernhard
Dr. Gene Bishop
Annette Bissantz
Joyce Blalock
Margaret Bowles
Miriam Breyer
Kristen Brown
Rachel C. Burnett
Nora Carbine
Ellen Cassedy and Jeff Blum
Ventura Y. Chalom
Arlyne Charlip
Constance and Neal Clark
Mardge Cohen
Kaye Collie
Marsha and Russell Coons
Belita Cowan
Gail Cowie
Francine Coyteaux
Lois Cozyris
Pamela Cranston
Julie E. Cristol
Amy Crofts
Rebecca E. Crown
Barbara Davis
Dr. Patricia Dawson
Merry A. Demarest
Mary Frances Derby
Laura Derman and Lee Teifel
Ed and Cynthia Du Brow
Alaine Duncan
Alice Dunn and Gordon 

Hardy
Carolyn A. Eaton
Nancy J. Feldman
Paula Finedore
Kathie Florsheim
Susanne Fountain
Andi Friedman
Mr. Robert Friedman
Elizabeth Fuchs
Nan Kathryn Fuchs, Ph.D.
Gisela Gamper
Elizabeth George
James A. Gibney
Laura Gilbert and Janet Ray 
Pamela Gilbert
Nancy Gilliland
Deborah C. Gilman

Paula K. Givan
Carol Glassheim
Caryl Goodman
Karen T. Gotwalt
Sallie Gratch
Barbara Hemmings Gray
Miriam Greenblatt
Mary Z. Greenebaum
Margaret Hall
Lisa Handwerker, Ph.D., 

M.P.H.
Harriett Harrow
Nikki Heidepriem, J.D.
Maxine Heiliger
Susan R. Hester
Ditta Hoeber
Susan Holcombe
Irmgard Immel
Marsha Jackson
Kira Jones
Elaine Kant
Laura Kaplan
Linda Kattwinkel
Margaret J. Kavounas
Dr. Hallie Kintner
Naomi J. Kistin
Randi Kodroff
Ann Kolker
Yvonne LaLanne, D.C.
Judith Lasker
Betty Latner
Katherine Levy
Bobbi Lewis
Pamela Linov
Melanie Loo
Connie Lotz
Vicki Lucas, Ph.D.
Judith Lumb
Dr. Frances Lussier
Mitzi Maceo
Joanne Marqusee
Claride Mayo
Dara Mendez
Ruth Merkatz, Ph.D.
Carol Mermey
DeAnne K. Messias
Mieke Meurs
Lana L. Miller
Inca A. Mohamed
Kimberly F. Moon
Barbara D. Moore
Carol Mukhopadhyay
Madge Mulkey
Susan Mulroney, Ph.D.
Vreni Naess
Carol Thomas Neely
Marybeth Nelson
Judy Norsigian
Robin Ozerkis
Arlene Paup
Agnes A. Pearson
Gina Perez-Baron, M.D.
May Pon
Deborah L. Raboy
Helen S. Raizen
Tiffany Reed
Mary Reilly
Louise Reinecke
Robert Reuss
Ruth Rosen
Donna Rosenberg
Janet R. Ross
Nancy Rossmeissl
Yvette Rudnitzky
Jerry-Grace Sadler
Susan Salenger
Janice Savidge
Susan Schewel

Gordon Schiff
Shelley S. Serdahely
Nancy C. Sharts Hopko
Valerie Shulock
Myrna Siegel
Myrna Silverman
Shana Singerman
Loretta A. Smith
Victoria Steinitz
Denise R. Stephenson
Mary Taft-McPhee
Roger Telschow
Jan Tomsic
Lili C. Townsend
Merry Tucker
A. Dale Tussing, Ph.D.
Christine A. Umhoefer
Catherine Valsamoulis
Gail and William Van Haren
Anne Veague
Denise Venturi, J.D.
Jane Warren
Margaret B. Watkins
Sally Weiler
Cynthia J. Wellins
Sue E. Williams
Dr. Virginia Wolfe
Holly Wolff
Ellen and John Wright
Rona Zlokower

Foundation, Corporate, 
and Organizational 
Donors

$100,000+
Ford Foundation
The Moriah Fund Inc.

$50,000–$99,999
The David and Lucile 

Packard Foundation 
Irving Harris Foundation

$25,000–$49,999
The Scherman  

Foundation, Inc.
Google Grants/ 

Google Adwords
The Jacob and Hilda 

Blaustein Foundation
 Jones Family Fund
Law Students for 

Reproductive Justice
The Herb Block Foundation

$10,000–$24,999
Anonymous (1) 
The Jana Foundation, Inc.
The Jessie Smith Noyes 

Foundation
The Lisa and Douglas 

Goldman Fund
Tides Foundation
Clarence B. and Joan F. 

Coleman Foundation

$5,000–$9,999
The American Association 

for Justice

$2,500–$4,999
The Rubblestone Foundation 

$1,000–$2,499
Piersol Foundation 
Rochester Area Community 

Foundation
UltraViolet
Nueva Vista Group
The Gavlin Family 

Foundation

$500–$999
A&P Fund of Horizons 

Foundation
Avalon Consulting Group
Mayron’s Goods Inc.
National Latina Institute for 

Reproductive Health
National Network to  

End Domestic Violence
Planned Parenthood  

Action Fund
RH Reality Check

$250–$499
Anonymous (1)
Reproductive Health 

Technologies Project
Civil Liberties and  

Public Policy Program, 
Hampshire College

DC Abortion Fund
The Foundation For 

Worker, Veteran, and 
Environmental Health

The Greenberg Foundation
Feminist Women’s Health 

Centers of California
Commonwealth Digital 

Office Solutions
N.O.W. Foundation
The Esther and Morton 

Wohlgemuth Foundation Inc.

Collective Legacy
Collective Legacy members 
have included the Network 
in their estate plans.
Anonymous (2)
Maya Abels
Phyllis Chesler, Ph.D.
Belita Cowan
Martha Farley
Judith A. Forsythe
Adriane Fugh-Berman, M.D.
Patricia H. Gold
Susan R. Hester
Gail and Ralph Jacobson
Anne Kasper, Ph.D. and  

Tom Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly J. Lau, Ph.D.
Lilo and Gerard Leeds
Dr. Karen Magarian
Joy E. Martin
Charlea Massion, M.D.
Carol Mukhopadhyay
Judy Norsigian
Ruth Anne Paul
Cynthia A. Pearson
Burnley T. Perrin
Ruth Putter
Susan Schewel
Karen Stamm
Dr. Kayla Weiner
Diana Zuckerman, Ph.D.

In-Kind Donations
Neil H. Cohen DDS
Dr. Michelle Copeland
Ecco Bella
EILEEN FISHER
Guayakí
Lunapads
Mars, Incorporated
Mary Kay Inc.
OPI
Shaniqua Seth, Mary Kay 

Consultant
The Stash Tea Company
Tranquil Space
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